
Town of Smithville, Chenanqro County, New york

RESOLUTTON # 37 (2AA9l

Iqhgreas' tou-gh economic times and New York State's tremendously high rax burdenare causing families and businesses to skuggle, while state government has been paralyzed byquestions of gubernatorial succession, teaaerstrip fighting aid political dysfunction; and

Whereas, our State Constitution was originally meant to be a vibrant, living and
breathing document' reflective of the times in which w" iirr" that holds up to the political
dynamic of the day; and 

' --- --- -r

Whereas' our eulrent state Constitution was adopted I l5 years ago in lg94 and -

fr:u1u* 
at a constitutional convention in 1938 and at various otheriimes by legislarive action;

Whereas,our state, ournation and the world have changed dramatically in the pastforty-two years as the information age has transformed communications, business andgoveElment in ways that could not even have bwn imagined when our siate constitution wasadopted; and

Whergas, recent events in state government involving gubematorial succession,
legislative stalemates and appointments to statewide elected om1-s have exposed flaws andweaknesses in our current constitution on these issues; and

Whereas, families and businesses have been forced to cut back, while New york Stategoverrment contirues to spend beyond its means and force unfunded manriates on alreadyoverburdened local govemments and taxpayers; and

Whereas,in the face of the most challenging economic environment since the Great
Depression' thepeople ofNew York have little confidince that the state govemmenr, as
currently structured, is responsive to their wants, ne'eds, or principal conc-erns; and

Whereas, the people of New York have expressed their desire to hold a ..people,s
Convention" to reform state government, as evidenced byrecent euinnipiac University andSiena College Research polls, showing more than 60 percent of voters supporting a people,s
Convention to Reform New york; anj

Whereas' the people must act now to thwart the dysfunction in Albany, and convene aPeople's convention to take New york State government back; and

Whereas'membersofthestateLegisIaturehaveintroduced..ThePeopleisConvention�
to Reform New York Act", which grants the people the opportunity to hold a constitutionalconvention' establishes a procedu." fo. thenon-partisan election of delegates, resfricts politicalparties' campaign committees and special intereitsl influence over delegates, and requires stateor local elected officials and officers or party officials to vacate their post upon being electeddelegate; and



Whereas,while the constitutio3 empolers the elected delegates to set the conventionagenda for "The People's convention to Reform New YorH', we ask tiat ttre delegates considergovenrmentrefomrs such as a state spending cap and property tux "ap, .esrictions on unfundedmandate, debi reforcr, a4 absolute ban on backdoor borrowing pubtic authorities reform, a clearIine of succession to fhe goveraorship-and lieutenant governorship and electio;; ,; ffi;;;i,!'''state bffice vacancies; and now, thereforg be it

' Resolved, that this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations [o acknowledge rhened fortrue state govenamentreform and urge the immediatepassage and ehaptering ofthe'?eople's 
C;onvention to Reform New York.fct", which wilt ailow 6r tr," creation of a more .accountable and r*ponsive state governrire.nt by the paple to ,"*" a"ffi", uoo ;;i;'fu;",

lResolved,thai a copy ofthis Resorution, suitabry engrossed, be fansmitted to theGovemor of the State of New Yorh the Temporary President oitn" New yort state senate the ..spealkeir of the New York state Assernbly, dato n"r"ri*rif,r Lq"d;;il Assembly andSe,nate.

Dated: _september 21, ZO0g
Town of Srnithvil le
Chenango Co. r. Ny

REsoturroN # 37 (zeag, I offered by councirman connelry, Znd bycouncirwo'an Graves- This Resorution was ADoprED.

Kay Borne, Councilr.roman
Holly Mohr, Councilwoman
Dianne Graves, Councilqroman-
Roger Cbnnelly, Councilman
AIIan Johnson, Supervisor
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